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So often, it is hard to tell what reality is. So often, we are mistaken. We know
that in business in Houston in 1985, they were predicting $50 a barrel oil. It
never happened, and in 1986, Houston went through a severe economic
recession. Many times in life, we anticipate certain outcomes, and things
happen just the opposite. One of the reasons we are here is because life is so
unpredictable. Who could have predicted in the 1980's that a million Jews from
the Soviet Union would come to Israel in the 1990's? Who could have
predicted about how the computer would take over all industry and commerce in

the 1970's? Sometimes, it is hard to tell what the true reality is.

On Rosh Hashonna, we read the Torah and the Haphtorah on both days, as we
do on every holiday. However, the readings seem very strange. Why do we
read the readings that we read? If Rosh Hashonna is the birthday of mankind
(everyone agrees it is not the birthday of the world), why don't we read bout
the creation of Adam and Eve? Instead, we read about how Hagar got lost in
the desert on the first day, and how Elie misjudged Chana in the Haphtorah of
the first day, and on the second day, we learn how Abraham was mistaken, how
he misinterpreted G-d's command. He was supposed to elevate his son, not

sacrifice his son. In the Haphtorah, we learn how Rachel refuses to be
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comforted for her children, but she should be comforted, and she will be

comforted because her children are going to go back to the land of Israel.l

In other words, we read how all these important people made mistakes. They
did not perceive reality correctly. Hagar had given up. She had thrown her
boy away from her so she should not see him die, even though there was a well
of water close at hand. An angel came and pointed out to her that there was a
well of water close at hand. Elic saw Chana praying at the Tabernacle at
Shiloh. He did not know what to make of her. It is actually from Chana that
we learn how to pray. He consulted the Ureem and Tureem and the letters Shin
Kuf Raysh Hay flashed, and he read these letters as Shikra — she is a drunk —
when he should have read them as Kesora -- she is like Sarah. He was
predisposed to think that a woman who was swaying, etc. must be drunk.
Abraham made a mistake when he brought Yitzchak to be sacrificed, and

Rachel refused to be comforted.

We blow three notes of the shofar on Rosh Hashonna: the tekiah, the shvorim,

and the teruah. We also say that teshuva, — repentance - tefilah, -- prayer -
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and tzedakah — charity — remove the evil decree. It is interesting to note that
when we say the sentence, "And I will remember My covenant with Jacob and
My covenant with Yitzchak and My covenant with Avraham," that we mention
Yaacov first. Yaacov was the epitome of truth. He never tried to fool himself.
Even when he tricked his father, he knew he was doing wrong. He event told
his mother that. Reality requires that we look the situation squarely in its face,
that we do not try to fool ourselves. However, sometimes we can still make a
mistake, like Yaacov did later on when he blew up at Laban for accusing him of
stealing Laban's gods. He knew Laban well, and he knew how Laban would

always make false accusations, only this time Yaacov was wrong.

Sometimes, looking at a situation only through our experience and our
knowledge of human nature, we become cynical. We cannot grasp reality
completely by only looking at what we think is the truth of what past experience
teaches us. This is what led people to say at the turn of the century that it

would be impossible for man to fly, etc.

The second element we need to determine reality is the recognition of
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potentiality. Yitzchak saw potentiality in everything. He saw great potentiality
in his son, Esau. The problem was he never saw any potentiality for evil in
anyone. He never could conceive that Yaacov could trick him. Our dreams of
potentiality can get away from us, though. People who live a life based on
potentiality are many times hurt very badly. The abused woman who always

says her husband is going to change is almost always disappointed.

In Israel, today people think that Arafat has changed. They want peace so
much, but he has not changed. He is still making speeches about destroying
Israel in stages. The textbooks still talk about the destruction of the State of
Israel. They speak about liberating Tel Aviv and Haifa. They say Allah
brought the Jews to Israel so they can be destroy all at once. It is good to

dream of peace, but we also need the practicality of a Yaacov to balance it.

Finally, we have Avraham. Avraham is the epitome of kindness. If coming to
conclusions about what reality is, we say that the people have to suffer, that is

just the way it is, these conclusions are wrong. In the 1850's, the British let the

Irish starve because to help them would violate the rules of capitalism. The
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communists killed 30 million people because this was necessary for the laws of
communism. If the conclusions you come to are cruel and make people suffer,
then something is wrong with your conclusions. That is not a true reality.
Saying that in the United States we cannot provide health insurance for
everyone or that the homeless are condemned to wander the streets or that it is
impossible to help the mentally afflicted, then something is wrong with our

conclusions.

This is one of the reasons we have these three notes of the shofar. The tekiah
stands for truth, for practicality, but it has to be moderated by the shvorim.
Shvorim in Hebrew means also hope. We have to have hope and dreams, and
the teruah stands for kindness, for the busy activities of trying to help others. If
we have these three qualities, we can get to the tekiah gedola. This is why we
say that teshuva, tefilah, and tzedakah remove the evil decree. Teshuva means
to rigorously examine ourselves and the world. It has to do with practicality,
truth. Tefilah has to do with potentiality, prayer, possibility, and tzedakah has
to do with kindness. If we will make sure that we have these three things, we

can then grasp reality because unless we grasp reality, we cannot have a happy
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and a good year. We need, though, to be careful to use all these threc elements
because, as we all know, truth requires a context, and dreams require us to also
be earthbound, and kindness, alone, can cause us to make other people

dependent and cause them to lose their self-esteem. We need all three things.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a 55 year old man who was being
urged by all his friends to play golf. He never wanted to, but one day he
showed up at the clubhouse, and stayed out for two hours or so. He came back
and said, "Gentlemen, today I scored a 68." His friends were amazed and said,
"This is the first time you are playing and you scored a 687 What's what the
pros score. We don't believe you." The man said, "All right, ask my caddy."
They asked the caddy, "Did he score a 687" The caddy said, "Yes, and

tomorrow we're going to play the second hole."

Our appreciation of reality depends upon truth, dreams, and kindness. Let us
all hope that we will combine them correctly in the coming year so that we will

be able to grasp reality so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.




